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(17) Matsuoka hoped that the President and Mr. Hull would
have confidence in him.
Steinhardt later took the precaution of reading the foregoing
points to Matsuoka, who confirmed them as an accurate record of
what he had said.
WILL GERMANY ATTACK RUSSIA?
April 22, 1941
Whether a German attack on Soviet Russia to acquire the granaries
of the Ukraine and the oil of the Caucasus will take place soon is
an open question. I think that eventually it is almost inevitable,
Meanwhile, the Germans will circulate rumours that such an attack
is imminent, with a view to intimidating the Russians into increasing
their delivery of supplies and perhaps into forcing the Soviets into the
Axis. The Germans maintain that an invasion of Soviet Russia
would be little more than a skirmish. Perhaps they are right; but
the Russians are unpredictable. They certainly cleaned up the
Japanese at Nomonhan, but perhaps that was not a fair test.
MATSUOKA REPORTS TO THE BLACK DRAGON
SOCIETY
April 25, 1941
We learn that immediately after the return of Matsuoka from
Moscow the anti-Fascist and anti-Communist Black Dragon Society
sent a delegation to call on him in order to ascertain the extent of
the agreement which he had signed with the Russians. According to
our reliable informant the most categorical assurances were given by
Matsuoka that no secret clauses were contained in the agreement
and that neither Japan nor the Soviet Government gave any oral
commitment of any nature. They did not discuss the reduction of
their respective military forces in Siberia and Manchuria.
Matsuoka said that after all the facts had been studied and after
all elements of the situation had been carefully weighed without bias,
Japan's policy had been decided upon. This policy, while steadfastly
holding in view the great ambition of finally bringing about on
earth the condition envisaged in the Japanese term Hakko Ichiu,
was aimed at fulfilling Japan's conception of that term, namely, a
universal peace under which there would be no conquest, no oppres-
sion, and no exploitation of any peoples. Once that policy was
determined, Matsuoka said, it would be carried out resolutely but
with complete circumspection, having in mind every detail of chang-
ing circumstances. (Altered circumstances ! That is the loop-hole
which Japan always leaves herself. She will scrupulously abide by
all her commitments—until, in Japan's opinion, altered circum-
stances have rendered such commitments obsolete.)

